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Applecross Community Company - Applecross Forum Update 01-2020
1. Applecross Community Land Use Plan (Plan It Applecross)
The Applecross Community Land Use Plan was formally adopted by the Ross and Cromarty Committee on the 6th November. The plan is now a material consideration for development management purposes at The Highland Council. 

The Highland Council has said the next step is for the Plan to be formally adopted by the Scottish Government as Statutory Supplementary Guidance to the West Highland and Islands Local Development Plan (West Plan).

2. Camusterrach Housing Project 

Land acquisition is still in progress(!). The NHS Highland have agreed to the transfer of the land however the legal process is taking longer than expected. Hopefully this is progressed quickly and does not delay the project.

The Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust (HSCHT) are managing the housing build contract on behalf of ACC. HSCHT have extensive experience in rural, affordable housing developments. In October 2019, ACC was awarded £1700 from the Rural Housing Fund for feasibility work (tender preparation). The Design and Build Contract is at Tender Stage and closes 16/01/2020. All being well, we anticipate awarding the contract February 2020.

3. Affordable Housing Project
ACC was awarded funding in October 2019 from Scottish Land Fund (£23,348) and Rural Housing Fund (£8,300) for a housing feasibility study of the three sites (Front of the hydro field, Clachan & Smiddy wood). 
We had an inspiring initial meeting with our architects, Reynolds Architecture, and we look forward to their draft report which is expected in February 2020. We will be scheduling a public community meeting to discuss the feasibility report in mid-February.
4. Appleseed Allotments

In November, the Appleseed Allotment group and ACC applied for funding from the Climate Challenge Fund. The funding is for the establishment of a community allotment scheme and a composting facility, and includes funding for community events. As part of this application we submitted a planning prior notification application to the Highland Council for a polytunnel and shed at the allotments site. Thank you to all who helped with this application and those who provided letters of support. Fingers crossed with the application – we expect a response by the end of January 2020.

In addition, the allotments were awarded £1,000 from Scottish Sea Farms in November. 

The Allotments Group hope to hold an open public meeting in the next few weeks. Further details will follow. Please get in touch with Kirsten Mackie (kirsten.mackie90@gmail.com or 01520 744 317) if you would like to get involved with the project.

5. Community Woodlands

ACC was awarded funding in October 2019 from Scottish Land Fund (£9,578) for a Community Woodlands feasibility study. The Community Woodlands Association are undertaking the feasibility study which started in November. We now have draft report for community consideration. 

The Community Woodlands group held an open meeting in November to outline the project and discuss possible options. A public community meeting is scheduled for early January at the Community Hall to discuss the draft feasibility study. 

6. Active Applecross - E-bikes Project

Two-week free trials of the Active Applecross e-bikes for Applecross residents have started in November. We are delighted to say they have been a success so far. The bikes have received much praise from the participants, even if the weather has not always been ideal for cycling these past two months!

E-bikes (electric bicycles) are really easy to use and give the choice between different levels of assistance whilst cycling. They are suitable for different fitness levels and ages, and ideal for a hilly landscape and windy weather. All primary residents in Applecross are welcome to sign up for a free two-week trial via our website or the paper form in the Community Hall or GP surgery.

The first maintenance and allocation workshop for the volunteer group was also held in November. There are more workshops scheduled for next year. If you are interested in learning how to care for your bike - please come along! 

The two-week trials will continue in the new year and after they are complete, we will be launching the e-bikes for local hire. We will keep you updated with the details on how to book your e-bike hire.

ACC greatly appreciates the support for the project from the Applecross Community Hall, who have generously provided a container for storing the bikes and equipment in. In turn, we are renting the Hall more frequently for various bikes-related events and bike pick-up and drop-off of the ebikes.

7. ACC Action Plan 2020-25
The ACC Action Plan 2020-25 has now been approved by the ACC board and is available to view on our website. The ACC Action Plan was launched 29th October and was followed by a 1-month consultation period. ACC have reviewed and responded to all comments, which are available to view on our website. 
8. Apple Juice Electric Vehicle Charger Feasibility Study
In December, Apple Juice was awarded a CARES innovation grant for £11,000 for a feasibility study of an Electric Vehicle (EV) charger in Applecross, powered by the Apple Juice hydro station via batteries. Apple Juice aims to put the feasibility study out to tender mid-January and expect the feasibility study to be undertaken this spring. ACC's LDOs Roslyn and Saara are helping Apple Juice with the project.
9. Applecross Community Trading Company

AppleNet

This spring AppleNet will begin a phased upgrade of some of the hilltop radio transmitters within the network. It is hoped that this will improve some of the problematic parts of the network, and will prepare the network for faster broadband speeds in the future. During installation, we expect disruption to service to be minimal with outages of no more than 5 minutes. AppleNet are investigating other broadband suppliers, and hope that in the future, faster (and more reliable) broadband service providers might become available. We continue to await the outcome of the governments 'R100' superfast broadband scheme.

Filling Station

We have had an intermittent problem with the diesel pump although it is currently working. A new motor for the pump has been sourced and will be fitted shortly. Many thanks to the Applecross Inn and all the volunteers who help to keep the pumps running smoothly.
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