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Applecross Community Company - Applecross Forum Update 04-2021
Below is a brief outline of our current projects. If you would like more information, you can check out our website (https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/), sign up for our regular newsletters or have a chat to one of our LDOs/or directors. 
1. An Toll Bàn Project 

Construction is progressing well. We are expecting the houses to be complete in November 2021 and allocation of houses to start in August 2021. 

Earlier this year ACC invited the community to vote on a name for the houses on our website, and the winner was An Toll Bàn (‘the fair hollow’). 

2. Affordable Housing Project (Hydro field)

The land purchase was completed at the end of March. Thank you to the Applecross Trust for working with the community and making this possible.

3. Community Woodlands

ACC purchased Torgarve Woods in February. Thank you to the Applecross Trust and the wider community for their support to make this happen.

Originally, our plan was to clear-fell the Sitka Spruce plantation in May, however, this has now been delayed till the autumn (primarily due to SSE’s own schedule for dealing with the powerlines that cross the woodlands). We shall post updates as soon as we know more.

We are in the final stages of obtaining the felling licence from Scottish Forestry, which includes approval of our plans to re-stock the woods with native, mainly broadleaf species. We’ve also been in discussions with Highland Council, Shieldaig Community Council and households and businesses around to coast about the transportation of the timber out around the coast. This includes a number of conditions, such as number and timing of lorries per day and speed limits. We are planning on holding a further meeting with Highland Council, Shieldaig and Applecross Community Councils, households and businesses in Applecross and around the coast to discuss this further.

We’ve also been reviewing local expressions of interest to buy some of the smaller logs suitable for woodfuel, produced by the clear-fell.

If you would like to join the wider community woodlands group or the steering group, please get in touch: info@applecrosscommunitycompany.org 

4. Appleseed Allotments & Community Garden
The allotments and polycrub beds are blooming and Marion is holding regular workshops within Covid-19 guidance – all welcome. The community garden now has new raised beds available to rent.  Come along to see the progress at the allotments and garden and chat to Marion or Robert on weekday mornings.
Brown bins are located around Applecross for Applecross residents to use for green waste. Regular collections are done by Robert and green waste is turned into compost at the community garden. 

You can follow the Applecross: Grow Your Future page on Facebook or call/email Marion (744250 or marion@applecrosscommunitycompany.org) for more information. 

5. Apple Juice Electric Vehicle Charger Feasibility Study
ACC and Apple Juice (Hydro) are working together to establish an Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Point powered by the community hydro station.

ACC applied for funding from the Energy Saving Trust for further detailed investigation into a rapid EV charge point powered by the AppleJuice hydro station. ACC are awaiting feedback from the funder, and if successful we aim to start the study this summer. 

6. Toilets

The toilets now have touch free taps, toilet flushes and hand soap dispensers. We have also installed elbow-operated hand sanitiser stations suitable for outdoor use outside the toilets and the filling station. The works will improve hygiene and reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19.
We will also install a paid entry system at the toilets with contactless card payment available in May. This will help us keep the toilets open by covering the cost of cleaning and maintenance. Previously to this, the toilets have been running at a loss, in particular given the high cost of cleaning during the pandemic. In recent years, visitor numbers to the toilets have been increasing, but we have not had a relative increase in donations. Last year, we increased the frequency of cleaning at the toilets due to the pandemic. 

We would like to hear from any Applecross residents that use the community toilets regularly. We can consider a different arrangement for those who live in Applecross and use the toilets regularly, e.g. no payment required for residents. You can get in touch by emailing Saara at info@applecrosscommunitycompany.org or giving her a ring at 07895099753.

7. Covid Response

The Applecross Community Support Group continues to help support our community during this uncertain time. The group is a collaboration of the Applecross Healthcare Association, the Applecross Trust, the Applecross Community Council and ACC. Thank you to the wider community for your continuing help and support of each other. Thank you also to the local businesses and organisations for providing tailored services for the community.

Food boxes

The Food Box support continues at the Applecross Shop, and we encourage our community to make use of this. It is available to any Applecross resident who is experiencing genuine hardship as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. For further information, please call Roslyn (744 430) or Seonag (744 421). Please do not hesitate to get in touch even if you are not sure if you are eligible. We are also happy to arrange delivery of the food boxes or answer any questions you might have. Your details are confidential.
Meals-on-wheels

Meals-on-wheels is available every Wednesday for anyone over 60 who would like a free two course lunch, supplied by the Lunch Club and delivered by the community car scheme. Anyone interested please contact Kalie Wilkinson on 755 291.

Other support and advice

We have a regularly updated list of different types of support available from the Support Group and other sources on the ACC website.

For latest updates, please follow our Facebook page (accessible even if you do not use Facebook).

The support provided is funded by the Response Fund from Foundation Scotland and the Communities Recovery Fund from the Scottish Government.

8. Church of Scotland

ACC recently met with the Church of Scotland representatives and they are supportive of ACC’s proposal. Subject to a feasibility study, ACC’s proposal is to adopt a phased approach for the development of the church building. Phase 1 would be to use the annex for an ACC office and AppleNet base, and initially use the main space as a 'library of things' and a community workshop space. Phase 2 would be to look for funding to develop/renovate the building to accommodate space for office services (printing/copying etc), remote working (hot desking), remote learning (online study) and possibly music rehearsal space. We want to make sure not to replicate the services that the community hall can offer. We also think, with consideration to the residential setting, that the building should be aimed for the use of Applecross residents rather than visitors. 

We will put the proposal forward to ACC’s members at ACC’s AGM on 20th April to proceed the project to feasibility study. Following members’ support, ACC will apply for funding from the Scottish Land Fund for a feasibility study. 
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