
Applecross Community Council Meeting
Held via zoom
MINUTES (Unapproved) – Thursday 4 November 2021, 7.30pm
Present: Julie Baird, Ali Brown, Marion Clark, Ishbel Ferguson, Ewen Gillies, Jon Glover, Sarah Paramor
1. Apologies: Councillor Alex MacInnes
2. Future Meeting Date: Tuesday 14 December 2021, 7.30pm; to be held via zoom.
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting Adopted; proposed by IF; seconded by EG.
4. Report from the Treasurer 
Opening balance: £3918.16
Closing balance: £3668.16
5. Signage and roads 
New signage: action SP to add urgent road repairs to the list of signage required, specifically overdue repairs on the Bealach and on the coast road between Fearnmore and Arrina; revised list to be sent to AB and cc Alex MacInnes. 
Unimog: EG had written to Andrew Bone to ask whether it was true that the Unimog snowplough, which had been bought specifically for Applecross, was to be removed. Andrew Bone confirmed that it would be relocated, citing previous breakdowns, but the community council felt that these had been due to operator error rather than mechanical breakdown. The proposed replacement, an 18-tonne Mercedes gritter, was felt to be too big for the Bealach na Ba mountain pass, and inappropriate for the task. It was confirmed that the road workers were happy with the Unimog. action EG to circulate the response from Andrew Bone; SP to draft a letter to express the council’s extreme concern at the prospect of the Unimog being removed. Also, dismay that the community council had not been consulted on this proposed change.
6. AOB
Post Office: AB clarified that a recent postal delay had been due to a five-hour wait for a puncture to be fixed.
Traffic jams: The possibility of getting drone footage of traffic jams on the Bealach had been discussed with local photographer Jack Marris, who had confirmed this would be possible. It was suggested that the Easter weekend might be a good time for this. 
Tourism Group: JG gave an update: coastal communities funding would be match-funded by Applecross Trust to cover bins, litter collection etc. The Applecross Trust had agreed to offer ten camping pitches at Hartfield next season.
Grants for cycling: action JG to pass correspondence on to the new LDO at Applecross Community Company, as this seemed a good fit with the bike hire.
Vacant and derelict land investment programme: action JG to forward correspondence to the Community Company.

Remembrance Sunday: In JG’s absence, AB would lay a wreath on behalf of the community council.
Mini Celtman: JG had received an approach from the organisers asking the council’s views on a proposed mini-Celtman to be held in June 2022. They were proposing to start the race (swim) at 5am so the road closure would be from 5.45am to 8am. The council welcomed the fact that the organisers had been in touch before requesting a road closure, and also applauded the suggested timing of the event (before most traffic comes over the mountain pass). The feedback from the council was positive, and it was hoped that the mini Celtman might serve as a model for others wishing to close the road for events in future.

Meeting Closed: 8.10 pm
Next meeting: Tuesday 14th December 2021, 7.30 pm via zoom
Members of the public are very welcome to attend these meetings. If you would like to add any items to the agenda please send these to the Secretary by the Friday before the meeting. Please note our email address: communitycouncilapplecross@gmail.com
Anyone wishing to join the Community Council, or anyone wishing to attend zoom meetings, is asked to contact the council on the email address above 

